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God glorified, one step at a time

- Why Japan

I didn't start off wanting to be a missionary. |
loved Japan and Japanese since | was young but
I was happily studying human resources. Life
took a turn in 2011, when Japan was hit by a
tsunami. | asked God, ‘what can | do?’ and he
opened the doors to a short term mission trip
end of that year. | met many Japanese Christians
there, passionate for the Lord, like one lady who
was really excited to be starting bible college... at
73. Her inlaws, who were against her being
Christian, had passed away and she could finally
go. | visited many churches, saw their ministry,
and | also saw the spiritual needs of Japan. This
trip was so meaningful, | went on another trip
the next year... and then another... then anoth-
er.... and 5 short term trips later it was clear God
wanted me there for the long term, and | was
sent over in 2018 with OMF.

- Christianity in Japan

Many Japanese don't actually believe in a
religion but rather just participate in practices
that have become part of their culture. Much of
it is tradition, or they do it for good luck. They
have many ‘gods’ or spirits, so when we intro-
duce Jesus, they may see him as just another
god. According to the Joshua Project, the Japa-
nese are the second largest unreached people
group in the world. Statistics say 1%, rounding
up. The Tohoku (North east) area, especially,
don't have many believers.

| found that most churches would do outreach to
children, students, and do English classes. It was
great work but | started asking. What about
everyone else? Those who aren't students, who
aren't interested in English, who don't have
children? How are they going to hear about
Jesus? As | pondered and prayed, God nudged
me to go to where they are in the community,
and take Jesus to these lesser reached groups.
That is my vision and what | hoped to do in
Japan.

- Sapporo

Over 4 years, | lived in 3 cities. The first was
Sapporo. All OMF missionaries start here with
language learning. | mainly focused on becom-

ing familiar with the Japanese bible and praying.
One week after arriving, a girl shared with me
her suicide attempt. Two months later | was hit
by a 6.6M earthquake. Very eventful start. | tried
joining community groups for the first time, like
sign language group, poetry club and game cafe.
It took a lot of courage but God really blessed the
ministry. One lady in sign language didn’t know
what a bible was, so | tried to sign that for her. |
also had many opportunities to explain why | was
in Japan.

- Mikasa

In early 2019 | moved to a cosy town called
Mikasa, north of Sapporo. It's famous for a
summer festival and for coal mining. The mines
have closed since and my part of town only had
around 3000 people. | served a church with only
three members. These three ladies faithfully
worshipped together every week, despite not
having a pastor for over ten years. Thankfully,
God provided a pastor who came a bit after me.
| helped out with bible studies and 'open church’,
a weekly event where anyone is welcome to
come in for some snhacks and chats. | joined
community events again to connect with people,
like sign language. For some reason there's
always a sign language group. | did cooking
classes too. After befriending everyone, | asked
them. If the church was to do something for this
town, what would you guys want? And they said
English class! So we started some English class-
es, Coffee and Convo at church and the church
girls helped out. The owner of the only cafe in
town actually asked us to teach at his cafe too.
God really blessed these relationships and
ministry and there were many opportunities to
share bible stories. e

- Aomori
After Mikasa | moved to Aomori in 2020, just
under Hokkaido. This part of Japan is famous for
apples. We have apple farmers in church and |
even found an apple pie flavoured instant
noodle.

My ministry here consisted of 4 Cs. The first one
is Church. | served the Tsugaru Gospel church
which is not the average church. We have men
and children and the pastor is quite young.

The Japanese church is aging and most pastors
actually can't retire because there aren't enough
younger pastors. There, | taught ladies bible
studies, and helped with church events like
retreats, English classes, chairing services and
encouraging the people.

The second C is children ministry. This was com-
pletely new to me. I led Younglife, our bi-weekly
children fellowship and helped out at our
summer festival outreach event. Praise God, we
were able to hold it both years despite Covid. |
was also very privileged to, along with another
sister, take two girls through baptism class. They
were 10 and 11. It's definitely one of my high-
lights.

Next C is Cafe. The church has a cafe attached,
Cafe Iris which is famous for their American
apple pie. | was helping there around 10hrs a
week. There is a bookshop at the back, the only
Christian bookshop in this part of Japan. We
have a few regulars who come for chats or
coffee.

The last C is, community. | joined the picture
book reading club and became very good friends
with the ladies. We organise community events.
| was actually in charge of our Christmas produc-
tion. | managed to get the nativity story in there
and also the story of St Nicholas and why we give
presents. God really used this event to speak to
one of the ladies. That's sign language group
again. Apparently both of these groups were on
the brink of closing down before | joined so
praise God for his perfect timing!

- What | learnt
So what did | learn after all of this? Well | learnt

Hailey S #: =+

that God is definitely working! There were so
many opportunities, unexpected ones too, to
share about him. At the Mikasa Christmas party,
I made my English classes some Christmas post-
cards with a bible verse on the back, hoping they
would at least read it once before tucking them
away. One of my students noticed that the verses
were all different. He said, 'Aren't we going to
share them with each other?' | was so shocked.
We ended up going around, sharing everyone's
verses and | got to explain what all of them
meant. Sorry God, me of little faith!

Picture book reading club. After the Christmas
production one lady was really touched by the
notion of unconditional gift giving. Usually in
Japan, if you get something you have to give
something back and it never ends. It's mind
blowing, she said, and she knew it was definitely
a Christian way of thinking. So | told her about
the reason for it, Jesus' first gift of grace to us.

| found that people were very happy to listen and
even ask questions. They just need a Christian
near them that they can talk to. However, they're
happy to listen but they don't believe. | have
many friends whom I've spent much time meet-
ing up with. None of them are believers yet. It is
said that it takes 20 years for a Japanese to
believe. | didn't go expecting a fast harvest but
we must be patient. | pray that God will save in
his timing and | hope you will join me too.

<> Pray salvation come, for soft hearts
<> For God to protect and grow the church of Japan

~

&2 For God to use and bless this home assighment
<> For physical and spiritual rest

& Opportunities to mobilise and share about Japan
<> More workers for the harvest
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Grab a bite, grab a bargain!

Date: Saturday 23 July 2022
Time: 9:00am - 1:00pm
Venue: Brisbane Chinese Alliance Church
Address: 983 Rochedale Road, Rochedale QLD 4123
Cash only. No credit card or EFTPOS facilities available.
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